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Captain Jenkins for this purpose in April 1834    The nego-
tiation proved completely successful, and the merchants of
Sylhet, who had been a writing the result with extreme anx-
iety, in half an hour aft -r the settlement of the disputes,
made advances for more than five thousand rupees worth of
ivory, wax* and stick lac, to be delivered in less than a week.
13th. It is generally supposed, that the cultivator in Jyn-
teeah possesses no acknowledged personal or hereditary right
in the soil but that all connected with it are summarily
removable at the pleasure of the Rajah. "This may be true,''
says Captain Fisher, " with reference to the despotic prac-
tices of some of the native princes; but there is reason to
believe that property in laud is here, as ever}- where else, here-
ditary, though it is Subject to certain burthens imposed at
the discretion of the Government.    The Chowdries, Shikdars,
and other head men, who are appointed only for a period,
are removable ; and the nan lauds, which they hold in virtue
of their offices, are of course given to their successors, which
probably has originated the above noticed error."    During
the sway of their native princes, there was no money assess-
ment on the lands in Jynteeah;  but the different villages
either paid a fixed proportion of their produce in kind, or
performed   service^' at the command  of the Rajah or his
officers,  a  system apparently very analogous to that which
prevailed in Assam.

14th. The burthens imposed in this manner, are said by
Captain Fisher to have been very heavy, and it is thought
that the great body of cultivators will be happy to compound
for a money taxation, which will relieve them from all per-
sonal servitude, and enable them to devote their time and
labour to such employments, as may prove most profitable
or agreeable.

15th. In 1832, it was calculated by Captain Fisher, that if
the southern plain of Jynteeah were assessed at the rates
tisoally levied in the adjacent district of Sylhet, it was capable
of producing a revenue of 1,75,000 rupees per annum; though
according to the same authority, the public demand on the
land could now be commuted for little more than 30,000